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EVOLUZIONE DELL’IMMAGINE 
DELLE CITTÀ D’ITALIA TRA ETÀ 
MODERNA E CONTEMPORANEA: 
DAL VEDUTISMO ALLA FOTOGRAFIA 
ARTISTICA, DALLA CARTOGRAFIA 
ALLA FOTOGRAFIA AEREA
EVOLUTION OF THE IMAGE OF THE 
CITIES OF ITALY BETWEEN THE 
MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY 
AGES: FROM LANDSCAPE PAINTING 
TO ARTISTIC PHOTOGRAPHY, 
FROM CARTOGRAPHY TO AERIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY

Alfredo Buccaro, Francesca Capano

The common thread of the essays collected in this session is continuity/discontinuity, 
though we find continuity emerging more often, which is found in the analysis of ur-
ban transformations, organised according to different disciplinary sectors, territorial 
and temporal areas, but always using the iconographic document as the main source 
of reference.
Urban cartography, more and more refined during the pre-unification age of Italy, has 
been enriched with an extensive repertoire of topographic reliefs. At the end of the 
20th century the first cadastral survey for all the municipalities of the peninsula was 
performed. This survey represented a fundamental step, before the use of aerial pho-
tography, as an irreplaceable method to represent urban and extra-urban areas, cities 
and territories measured before the war ravages and the wild speculation of the post-
war period.
This new technique soon fully entered the repertoire of urban iconography, first bor-
rowing from painting the modes and types of portrayal such as points of view, framing 
and urban and architectural views, but later photography became true art and the 
unparalleled tool for the global diffusion of the image of Italian cities.
The papers collected in this session are based on iconographic documents, from car-
tography to landscape painting and documentary and artistic photography.
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The texts by Francesca Capano, Maria Ines Pascariello, Maria Grazia Cianci and Francesca Paola 
Mondelli, Giuseppe Stemperini and Carlo M. Travaglini analyse the results of previous or still 
ongoing research which, based on multidisciplinary studies, highlight the palimpsest of cities 
like Rome and Naples.
Capano and Pascariello engaged in the Naples digital archive research. Moving through time and 
space – born from the collaboration between the Hertziana Library-Max Planck Institut Für 
Kunstgeschichte in Rome and CIRICE-Centro Interdipartimentale di Ricerca sull’Iconografia 
della Città Europea dell’Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II with the scientific direction 
of Alfredo Buccaro and Tanja Michalsky – and examined the topics and targets of the study ac-
cording to the disciplines of the History of architecture and Drawing. Pre-cadastral floor plans, 
edited between the 16th and 18th centuries, and descriptions of the city during the same time 
frame are read simultaneously thanks to the multimedia map under construction, created via 
GIS. Cianci and Mondelli’s study delves into common aspects between historical cartography in 
the 16th and 18th centuries and the new vectorial representations of site plans such as GIS for 
Rome. Stemperini and Travaglini, based on the many years of experience with CROMA-Centro 
di Ateneo for the study of Rome (Università Roma Tre), tackle the topic of the transformation of 
the Ostiense-Testaccio area in Rome between the 19th and 20th century: from a rural area to an 
industrial area, therefore home to public institutions, mainly universities. The transformation of 
this part of the city was described by a photographic exhibition (2004) which, thanks to a con-
test, collected the private photographs of the inhabitants as protagonists of the change.
Disasters and related iconography also belong to a sector of studies that has been growing lately. 
Carla Fernandez Martinez’s contribution actually deals with these topics and stresses the impor-
tance of lesser-known territories, which are sometimes depicted for the first time on the occasion 
of earthquakes.
Naples is still also the subject studied by Alessandro Castagnaro and Antonella Di Luggo, and 
Alessandra Veropalumbo, which between projects not developed after the Unification of Italy – 
Veropalumbo – and projects carried out at the beginning of the 20th century – Castagnaro and 
Di Luggo – describe the development of the eastern city between the 19th and 20th century.
The works of Daniela Stroffolino and the research group coordinated by Ornella Zerlenga (with 
Vincenzo Cirillo, Valeria Marzocchella and Igor Todisco) focus on the transition from bird’s eye 
view to aerial photography. Images of cities from a balloon become the common way of repre-
senting European cities from the mid-19th century. These views offered unforgettable sugges-
tions, as Stroffolino explains, proposing an excursus of the first photos from balloons in Europe 
and America and then in Naples. The research of Cirillo, Marzocchella, Todisco and Zerlenga 
analyses the artistic and avant-garde outcomes of Futurism that led to the aerial views of Italian 
cities in the early 20th century. Through futuristic experimentation, both photographic and pic-
torial – namely aero painting– the study examines the new dynamic image produced in those 
years on a territorial scale.
As shown by the following studies, the different iconographic media – deriving from scientific 
surveys or artistic representations – are now necessary to comprehend the evolution of cities and 
territories and are indispensable documents for any programme aimed at their analysis, recovery 
and enhancement.
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