22" SIVE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS

EQUINE COCCIDIOSIS
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the aim of the Present study was to examine donkey farms in Ttaly to determinate the Prevalence of
Eimeria spp.

Materials and used methods, Coprological examinations were performed from 2017 1o 2016 on
1,775 donkeys aging from 1 month to 33 years (mean 8.5) in 77 Jarms located in 1] Italian regions.
Three hundred ninety six (22.3 %) studied donkeys were male, 25 (1.4%) were gelding and 1354
(76.3%) were Jemale. Faecal samples were taken Jrom the rectum, or from freshly voided, Jrom each
study animal, were stored in a refrigerator (42C) and within 48 h individual faecal oocyst counts
were performed in the laboratory of equine parasitology using a modified McMaster technique with
a detection limit of 10 oocyst per gram (OPG). For each positive sample 20 8" of feces were wa-
shed with water and centrifuged. The resulting sediment was placed in 50 ml tubes containing
K2Cr207 2.5% solution. The samples were incubated at 23-28°C Jor 60 days. Oocysts were reco-
vered by centrifugal SHotation in Sheather's sugar solution (specific gravity of 1.250) and microsco-
pically examined using the technigue described by Duszynski & Wilber (1997).
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se protozoa was reported in Germany (Beelitz et al., 1996 ). In Italy intestinal coccidiosis has been
sporadically reported in only one donkey by Battelli et al, (1995).

Conclusions. The results of the present study demonstrate a low prevalence of E. leuckarti in don-
keys in Italy. However; the infection is rarely evidenced by clinical signs. Difficulties in the diagno-

sis of coccidia infection in equine cause that the parasitosis is not diagnosed in a routine copro-
scopical examination.
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