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Summary
For masonry structures, the proneness to degradation or collapse is much
more dependent on the activation of cracking mechanisms than on the
probability of masonry crushing. Thus masonry material models should
include fracture as an intrinsic feature for the stress-strain relationships
which in tur pushes researchers to develop structural mechanics for no-
tension (NT) materials.

The formulation of analysis tools for NT bodies stands on the possibility of
performing some extension of the plastic theory to masonry gravity
structures such as arches and panels, provided certain assumptions are
made. The underlying premise is that masonry structures can
conceptually be considered as possessing an overall 'ductile’ capacity; this
viewpoint point is largely supported by the experimental evidence. Some
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