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The main idea from which this volume originates is to verify whether it is 
possible to trace in the Roman World the presence of two apparently contradictory 
elements: on one side, some sort of primitive globalization; on the other, a series 
of deep crises which have exposed the Empire to the risk of a cultural and political 
collapse. 

In other words, how strong were the social, economic and cultural structures 
created within the Roman Empire, and how didq it manage to keep under control 
the centrifugal forces that characterized the last centuries of its history, at least in 
the pars Occidentis.

This is a difficult issue, not easy to deal with. In order to do so, we have chosen 
to use the opportunities offered by very different historiographical perspectives.

If on the one hand the scholarly works on the “crisis” applied to the Roman 
world are abundant and of long tradition, the ones on globalization are certainly 
the result of a much more recent historiographical orientation, although already 
very rich in ideas and reflections of enormous interest. However, these are 
historiographical strands that so far have shared little or nothing, as evidenced in 
many of the contributions of this volume.

Apparently, this is easily explained. While studies on the crisis have always aimed 
to underline the moments of fragmentation of the Roman political and military 
fabric, those on globalization have instead emphasized the opposite phenomenon, 
the ability of the ancient world to create embryonic forms of globalization, based 
on the sharing of political, cultural and economic forms, apparently irreconcilable 
with a fragmented reality.

One of the main merits of this volume is probably the effort to investigate 
beyond consolidated and monolithic historiographical parameters, opening up 
the possibility of crossing very different points of view and historiographical 
methodologies. The outcome of this endeavor has been a volume that certainly 
does not claim to have exhausted all the possible combinations between the 
proposed variables but has the ambition to represent a starting point for further 
analyses on these issues.

As obvious, much of the attention of the authors of the individual contributions 
has been concentrated on the third century AD, which is unanimously recognized 
as a turning point in the imperial history of Rome, a true watershed between the 
“golden age” of the adoptive emperors, and the late empire, built on the visions 
of emperors such as Diocletian and Constantine, who reset the Empire to new 
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foundations.
However, the discussion on the crisis goes beyond the third century. The 

following centuries have also found a place in this collection, in contributions 
that shed a light on little-investigated aspects of late antiquity. 

In this way, the picture that emerges is, on the one hand, that of an imperial 
organism that takes the path of crisis from the third century onwards, without in 
fact getting out of it completely, but perhaps learning to live with a reality that 
can no longer be based on the set of rules and values that had characterized the 
previous age, and that struggles to redefine the new bases of coexistence between 
the peoples that animated the heterogeneous imperial structure. 

The level of connectivity and sharing of the Mediterranean peoples in these 
centuries was such that even a “global crisis” was in fact a vector of cohesion, 
which allowed the Empire to survive a few more centuries and, perhaps above all, 
to be able to inform also those kingdoms and societies that finally originated from 
the ashes of the Empire,  and which constituted a new beginning in the history of 
the Mediterranean world and its connectivity.  
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