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“Abitare la Terma™,
a quattordici anni dalla sua nascita,
cambia il suo formato, ma non il suo
obiettivo: la tutela dell'ambiente ¢
la promozione di una architettura,
che abbandonata la tendenza
all’esaltarione individualistica
delle grandi personalita creative,
che ha condizionato la produzione
architettonica degli ultimi decenni,
torni ad essere una disciplina
rigorosa, che ha per obiettivo il
miglioramento della vita di tutt
gli esseri viventi e per questo non
nnunFiI a utilizzare i frutti di una
espenienza secolare che coinvolge le
diverse civilth umane.
Il termine Geo-architettura, che si
legge nella testata, ¢ stato coniato
d:l Le Corbusier, nel 1942 per la sua
riflessione su Lev trois éablissements
humains e allude a una architettura
che abbracci tutto cid che I'vomo ha
costruito sulla superficie terrestre.
Per noi oggi Geo-architettura
vuol dire una architettura umile,
che, sia arte senza per questo
ammantarsi della superbia del
nuovo fine a sé stesso, che si faccia
carico della necessit di proteggere
I'ambiente, di ridurre i processi
di inquinamento, di combattere
la disuguaglianza tra i popoli, di
ridurre i processi che attraverso i
cambiamenti climatici rischiano di

distruggere gli equilibri del pianeta ¢

il suo paesaggio. Per fondare la Geo-
architettura ¢ necessario a nostro
parere: imparare dalla natura ¢
dalla storia, rispettare I"identith dei

luoghi, recuperare la “coralith” degli

spazi urbani, abbattere gli sprechi
di risorse non rinnovabili e di tempo

umano, contrapporre a uno sviluppo

senza limiti, che presuppone una
impossibile “crescita infinita™, una
crescita spirituale di cui si avvertono
i primi sintomi anche nella
architettura.
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F ourteen vears after Abitare

la Terra was published for the
first time we have decided to
change its format, but not its goal:
10 protect the environment and
promote architecture, No longer an
architecture that has abandoned
its tendency to praise and exali
larger-than-life creative individuals
and the architectural works that
have influenced recent decades, but
an architecture that is once again
a meticulous discipline focusing
on improving the lives of all iy ing
creatures; an architecture that
exploits the ‘fruits’ of its centuries-
old history and many different
civilisations. :
The term Geo-architecture at
the top of the front cover of this
issue number was coined by Le
Corbusier in 1942 when he wrote
Les trios érablissements humains:
the term refers to an architecture
that embraces evervthing man has
built on the earth’s surface. For us.
Lreéo-architecture means humble
architecture, an architecture
that is art without necessarily the
arrogance of being an end unto
itsell; an architecture that assumes
the responsibility of protecting the
environment, reducing pollution.

fighting inequality between peoples,

reducing the processes of climate
change that may destroy the
balance that exists here on earth
and its landscapes. We believe that
to create Geo-architecture we need
to: learn from nature and history:
respect the identity of places;
reinstate the “choral nature™ of
urban spaces; drastically reduce
the way we waste non-renewable
resources and human time:

and replace unlimited growth
(involving impossible “endless
growth™) with spiritual growth, the
seeds of which are now beginning
to grow in architecture.
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Context of a UNESCO Creative
Cities Network Application

MassiMiLIANO CAMPI, VALERIA CERA,
MarikA FALCONE, Marica CAMERINO

1. Introduction |
In 2004 with UNESCO’s
institution of the “Creative
Cities Network” [1] a new
vision of the City was firmly
and its declinations are placed
at the center of a new model
of urban development, of a
sustainable and inclusive type.
The concept has its roots a lit-
tle further back in time, when
in 2000 Charles Landry [2]
instilled the idea of an urban
ecosystem capable of address-
ing contemporary challenges
by adopting creative and inno-
vative approaches.

In this new paradigm, Survey-
ing can play a key role in ac-
tivating knowledge processes
preparatory to the formulation
of creative regeneration SCe-
narios. Through, in fact, the
exercise of digitization and
critical analysis of the het-
erogeneous components that
connote architectural palimp-

sests, it is possible to set up a
cognitive apparatus on which
to develop flexible and partici-
patory urban policies of recon-
version and/or enhancement of
strategic urban contexts.

2. State of the Art

and definition of the
methodological approach
for Creative Districts

Over the past twenty years, the
literature has shown growing
interest in the concept of “Cre-
ative Atmospheres” [3], where
culture and creativity [4] play
a crucial role in sustainable

development processes aimed
at enhancing strategic urban
contexts [5]. Internationally,
this concept has been strongly
promoted by UNESCO
through the “Creative Cities”
initiative, which currently
includes 350 cities worldwide
-14 of which are in Italy that
The Creative Cities Network
is organized into 8 areas, each
representing a cultural sec-
tor (Architecture, Crafts and
Folk Art., Film, Design, Gas-
tronomy, Literature, Media
Arts, Music), work together
toward a common goal: “f0

place creativity and cultural
industries at the heart of their
development plans at the local
level and to actively engage
in international cooperation”
(Fig. 1).

In the Italian context, the con-
cept of creative cities has also
been supported by economic
and management literature,
which has influenced public
policy at both national and
regional levels. This 1s ev-
idenced by several cultural
district projects that illustrate
a transformation from a sim-
ple cultural structure [6] to a

l Economists

Luclana Lazzeretti —9 “Creative Industries and Innovation
in Europe: Concepts, Measures and
Comparative Case Studies” (2013)

Andy Pratt —» *uale cultura per la citta creativa?“ (201 4)

Charles Landry = “The Creative City” (2000

Nancy Duxbury —# *Creative Tourism: Nurturing
Creative Self-expression and Soclal Interactivity” (2022}

l—v Enrico Bascherinl =—# “La citta creativa’ (2017)

Il Urban planners

John Howkins —9 “The Creative Economy: How People
Make Money Ideas” (2001)

Richard Florida — “The Rise of the Creative Class” (2022)
Ana Carla Fonseca Reis —p» “Creative City Perspectives” (2009)
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more dynamic creative atmo-
sphere [7]. This approach 1s
based on an adaptation of the
model developed by Scott [8]
for large metropolitan areas
in the United States, applying
it instead to small- and medi-
um-sized urban systems.
From an economic standpoint,
this represents a positive and
stimulating trend; however,
from an architectural, urban
planning, and cultural heritage
perspective — both tangible
and intangible — it highlights
potential limitations, particu-
larly for small urban districts,
areas adjacent to large cities,
or interstitial zones. Within
this research framework, these
challenges call for the defini-
tion of new strategies using a
methodological approach fo-
cused on territorial knowledge
and enhancement through
remote sensing technologies
and territorial representation
[9]. Specifically, the research
has been structured into sev-
eral operational phases: 1) ac-
quisition of geometric and
colorimetric spatial data using
remote sensing techniques;
ii) systematization of hetero-
geneous data; iii) development
of a management system for
sustainable strategies, with the
town of Vietri sul Mare on the
Amalfi Coast serving as the
case study (Fig. 2).

3. Case Study:
the town of Vietri sul Mare
on the Amalfi Coast
The Amalfi Coast, inscribed
on the UNESCO World
Heritage List since 1997, is
a quintessential example of
the inseparable link between
cultural value, landscape heri-
tage, and deep-rooted artisanal
traditions. This unique context
S€rves as a fertile ground for
exploring the interaction be.
tween creativity, local identity
and sustainable urban tra.ns-=r
formation, positioning itself
as a reference model for inte.
grated cultural enhancement
strategies. The case study spe.-
cifically focuses on the town
of Vietri sul Mare, located in
the Amalfi Coast (Salerno),
renowned for its ancient and
prestigious ceramic art, which
has long shaped the local iden-
tity and social fabric. In this
regard, the town’s potential
strongly aligns with the found-
ing principles of UNESCO’s
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“Creative Cities Network,”
which aims to promote urban
development through culture
and creativity [10],[11].
However, despite its rich cul-
tural and landscape heritage,
the area faces growing pres-
sures today, including over-
tourism, rising living COStS,
and a gradual loss of authen-
ticity and connection tO its
original traditions [12]. Within
this complex scenario, Vietri
sul Mare presents a tangible
opportunity to test a Virtuous
model of urban regeneration
based on the recognition and
enhancement of local artis-
anal practices, with the goal
of balancing preservation and
innovation.
On these premises, the

Ll UL SR
=
s

proposed methodological
approach aimed not only at
preserving tangible and in-
tangible heritage, but more
importantly, at enabling its
conscious and participatory
transformation. This was
achieved through the use of
new tools for reading, under-
standing, and representing
urban space — such as Te-
mote sensing — which plays
a crucial role in generating
the knowledge necessary 10
develop creative regeneration

scenarios. [13] (F1g. 3).

4. Remote Surveying for
Strategic Urban Contexts

To meet the objectives of the
proposed research, an exper-
:mental remote Surveying

LEGENDA

B hices

[0 People
-eral furmniture

‘Anlhmp-c-genlc
degradation

methodology was adopted,
involving the acquisition of
images along the main axis of
Corso Umberto I in Vietri sul
Mare using virtual tools such
as City Space and Google
Street View. The operational
workflow began with the ac-
quisition of 1mages taken with
a camera tilt angle of 0% com-
bined with a horizontal field
of view oriented at 0°, 90°%
180°, and 270°. In this way,
the remote survey simulated
the image acquisition phase,
generating frames compara-
ble to those produced by on-
site photogrammetric surveys.
The images were processed
using the SfM Metashape
software, which enabled the
construction of a 3D model

of the urban fabric of Vietri
(Fig. 4).

To validate the reliability of
the procedure, a comparison
was made with a sample on-
site metric survey, which con-
firmed the consistency of the
results (Fig. 5). At the same
time, the remotely generated
model included all the key vi-
sual deconstruction elements
of the urban space (shape, line,
structure, color) as well as the
presence of visual noise such
as vehicles, street furniture,
and anthropogenic degrada-
tion. To address this, an arti-
ficial intelligence algorithm,
Deeplab v3+, was applied to
identify, map, and remove
such elements from the model

(Fig. 6).
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Thanks to the versatility of the
applied methodology, 1t was
possible to produce not only
the traditional two-dimensional
representation of the captured
geometries [14], but also a com-
parative synoptic framework of
the various artisan stores that

characterize the urban context
of Vietri (Figs. 7-8). This que
it possible to rapidly 1_dent1fy
not only the morphological fea-
tures but also the cultural and
social aspects that define the
tangible and intangible heritage
of the area.
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5. Conclusions

The research conducted
demonstrates how the inte-
gration of remote surveying,
artificial intelligence, and
digitization can serve as an
effective tool for interpreting,
understanding, and enhancing
urban contexts with a strong
artistic vocation. The case of
Vietri sul Mare — emblematic
for its artisanal and creative
identity — highlights how the
conscious and combined use of
innovative surveying technol-
ogies can support sustainable
regeneration strategies that
preserve historical memory
while inspiring new design vi-
sions. The methodology tested
has proven to be replicable in

other contexts and aligned with
the values of the UNESCO

Creative Cities Network, in
which a culture of knowledge
becomes the driving force for
urban transformation. m

Notes

Although the contribution is the result
of a joint effort, V. Cera is the author of
paragraph Introduction, M. Falcone is
the author of paragraph 2, M. Camerino
is the author of paragraph 3 and 4 and M.
Campi is the author of Conclusions.

The images were curated by architects
Marica Camerino and Valeria Buonaiuto.
The authors would like to express their
sincere thanks to architects M. Camerino
and V. Buonaiuto, who were involved in
the research during the development of
the master’s thesis in Architecture titled
“Creative District: Urban Surveying as
a Tool for Interdisciplinary Analysis for
Local Economic Development” (advisor:
Prof. Arch. M. Campi, co-advisor: Arch.
M. Falcone).
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GANGEMI EDITORE

INTERNATIONAL

« ..offeringthe traditional market challenging publications
that explore less fashionable or immediately appreciable
topics, though backed by lengthy notes, df%g'fﬂr studies and
archival research, lists of names, places, ideas, a wealth of
lustrations that are more informative than decorative.
However, time will decide, in our intention accompanied
by rigour and modesty...”
EUGENIO BATTISTI
Erom the Founding Manifesto, 1962

« This is the Publisher’s unique driving force (curiosity
and discovery), together with the Utopia that pervades .-:ma,:’
characterises its catalogue, to “change the face of the earth”;
and. to fully understand it through its histories and its
monuments: an essential condition for inverting trends of
destruction and for developing new tools for winning back
the future: the future is bere...”
MARCELLO FABBRI
For the 50th Year From the Foundation

“The book tells the story of a research spanning
more than sixty years; its objective was to turn
architecture into a language capable of expressing
emotions, hopes, choices, and rejections. Thanks
to the very careful way in which it has been put together
it also pays homage to a tradition, that of books,
and the tactile importance of real objects, something
no other means of communication can replace. 1
dedicate this book to my friend Giuseppe Gangemi
who, with the help of his dear children, Fabio and
Emilia, has founded a publishing house that is a credit to

the city of Rome”

PAOLO PORTOGHESI

From the book “Poesia della curva”, October 2020

“It’s no accident that architecture was the first
subject Gangemi chose to focus on when it founded
its publishing house. Its guides are in fact guides
to knowledge in the most profound sense of the
word; they probe the meaning of living, of that
“wobnen” which, amongst modern philosophers,
was specifically investigated by Martin Heidegger.
They contain statistical data and important and
enlightening historical information, but they are
also enhanced by extremely beautiful photographs,
ones that are not just illustrative documents bearing
witness to a lifestyle, a mentality, a Zeitgeist
or “spirit of the age”. This is why the Gangemi
publishing house has, unsurprisingly, broadened its
cultural horizon and launched a non-fiction series
ranging from philosophy and sociology to literature
and linguistics, not to mention the “junior series”
for younger readers, with photography and music.
It is not paraliterature or belles-lettres to tickle the
vanity of retired writers, intellectuals, or men of letters.
These series deal with the real problems of our age.
They open windows on the future. They input into
the construction of a historical self-conscience, so very
necessary in our current forgetful and disoriented world ”
FRANCO FERRAROTTI

Extract from an interview
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