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Surrealism is a pure psychic
automatism, by which one
proposes to express, either
verbally, in writing, or by
any other manner, the real
functioning of thought.
Dictation of thought in the
absence of all control
exercised by reason, outside
of all aesthetic and moral
preoccupation.

From the first
Surrealist Manifesto
by André Breton, 1924
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“Spontaneous method of irrational knowledge based on
the critical and systematic objectivity of the associations
and interpretations of delirious phenomena”

Salvador Dali,
The conquest of the Irrational, 1935

e Use of Psychotropic Substances
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The “Acid Trip” of an Artist through 9 phases:
UNIVERSITY OF CASSINO . - - - -
annsoutiErnLATIOM A clinical experiment about Drawing Alteration

under the influence of Psychotropic Substances

R

Research
commissioned by
U.S. Government

in the late 50s

e Tested drug:
%"
e LSD 25
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The artist's sketch in a Salvador Dali.

normal state: artist is Alice in Wonderland
given a 50Ug/0,5 mg (series, 1965-1969)

dose of LSD 25
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the artist's sketch 1h25m after Salvador Dali.

the first dose; artist is given Alice in Wonderland
another 50Ug dose of LSD 25 (series, 1965-1969)
(0,5+0,5 mg): onset of ’
euphoria, flashes of lights
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2h30m after: focus on Salvador Dali.

the outline, marked Alice in Wonderland
contour, changing of (series, 1965-1969)

reality colours.
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2h32m after: loss of Salvador Dali.
hand perception, outline Alice in Wonderland
loss of drawing. (series, 1965-1969)
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2h35m after: drawing Salvador Dali.
quickly, single continuous Alice in Wonderland
line; the artist laughs, (series, 1965-1969)

hallucinations following.
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2h45m after: Salvador Dali.
uncontrolled trembling, Alice in Wonderland
delirium, the artist utters (series, 1965-1969)

incoherent phrases.
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4h25m after: Salvador Dali.

stupefaction, numbness, Alice in Wonderland
then the artist starts (series, 1965-1969)
again to draw running

into the lab.
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5h45m after: the artist Salvador Dali.
moves randomly into the Alice in Wonderland
lab and he feels (series, 1965-1969)

fluctuating, struggling to
hold the pencil in hand.
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8h after: the artist returns Salvador Dalli.
to a normal state, Alice in Wonderland
occasional uncontrolled (series, 1965-1969)

face distortions.
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