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The complete reference of the forum where Item 1997 was published is:  Is America a 

Civilization? NO: Arnold Toynbee, Hans K. Galinski; YES: Max Lerner, Willard Thorp. 

Comments from America: David M. Potter, Henry Beston, John Hague; Comments from 

Abroad: Marcus Cunliffe, George Shepperson, Yves Couderc, John McCormick, in 

«Shenandoah. The Washington and Lee University Review», X, 1, Autumn, 1958, pp. 3-45. 

The forum was introduced by Marshall Fish, according to whom «The theme came from 

conversations with Professor Arnold Toynbee during his visiting lectureship at Washington 

and Lee in the spring term of 1958. Since Max Lerner’s thousand-page opus, America as a 

Civilization, had just appeared, he was the obvious person to comment on Dr. Toynbee’s 

view. The two essays were provocative enough to draw further observations from 

distinguished scholars and writers in the area of American thought; by printing a dozen of 

these, we have attempted to turn what started out as a debate into a symposium» (ivi, pp. 

3-4). 

 

 

 
* A Bibliography of Arnold J. Toynbee, compiled by S. Fiona Morton, with a Foreword by Veronica M. 

Toynbee, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1980. 


