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405) Arnold J. Toynbee (with others), Liberty and Democratic Leadership. Four Fundamental 

Issues. Manifesto by Representative Citizens, in «The Manchester Guardian», Thursday, May 

17, 1934, p. 7. 

 

NOTE 

 

«A manifesto on Liberty and Democratic Leadership, signed by about 140 representative leaders in 

politics, the churches, the universities, art and science, was issued in February. Its plea that the needs 

of modern democracy called for a more vigorous leadership than the existing organization of 

government would permit received much attention; but it was suggested that the manifesto lacked 

definition, and that a further and more concrete statement would be required to realise the attitude 

of the signatories. 

    A second manifesto is published to-day, with the same signatories for the most part. It defines the 

position taken up on four major issues. 

1. «Government by persuasion must not give way to government by force». 

2. Parliamentary Government must be reformed. 

3. The collective system of international security must be upheld at all costs. 

4. The Government must «offer leadership in a war against poverty and unemployment, against 

overcrowding and disease». 

Toynbee’s name is not included in the list of the signatories of the first Manifesto (Democracy and 

Leadership. A Manifesto, in «The Manchester Guardian», Thursday, February 15, 1934, p. 20, letter to 

the Editor dated February 14). 

The text of the second Manifesto was reprinted in The Next Five Years. An Essay in Political 

Agreement, London, Macmillan, 1935, pp. 315-320. 

 
* A Bibliography of Arnold J. Toynbee, compiled by S. Fiona Morton, with a Foreword by Veronica M. 

Toynbee, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1980 (N.B. Morton numbers the reviews of Toynbee’s 

writings as «Works by Arnold J. Toynbee»). 


